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General Walter Bedel) Saith

SUBJECT: Steff Stuly on Soviet Germ Warfare Campaign (PSB D-25)

The atiached staff stuly on the cwrrent Soviet gewrm warfare
campaisn {PSB D-25) is submitted for informstion and for spproval
of the recamendstions (Peregrapbs 10 through 24).

As indiceted in the paragraphs referred to shove, it is the
view of the PSB staff that the curremt Soviet BW propegenda cam-
paign, and similar campsigns which may be leunched in the future,
are of gufficient stratezic significence to Justify close snd con-
tmwatmﬁmmtmm&m Ak the same time It i ve-

anized that the PSB staff iteelf is not competent either to
mm the Board on the day-to-day operaticnal easpects of the
mhﬁwmactaaumhcmitmwmhrmtwmacwmp-
ments in regsrd to the Soviet campaign end its implications. It
is therefore fell that tmmmmm&m pEraphe -
aam%mtmtmmumnuwmmmmmmn
ministrative point of view.

A% the aim of the present study wes mevely to identily the
eoblen and to suggest machinery for dealing with it, no attempt
has been mede st a definitive anmalysis of the sublect. Oince the
completion of this stuly nevw intelligence bss been maim
indicating that the conclusions could bave been strengthb ]
particularly along the fellowing lines:

1. Tbe Soviet hate-imerica cumpaigns ere increasingly focussed
upon inciting hatred of the U.5. srmed forces. Apsrt from the
poseible light this throws on Soviet Intentions or expectations in
the present world sitwetion, it is pertisularly prejudicial to the
U.5. nationel interest, as compered with l2ss specific types qf
enti-imerican npropeganda. \

2. The campaigns are conducied with a# much intensity maidg
the USSR ss in sstellite or non-communist countries, snd the.
Soviet government has officially identified itself with twnth
m%mtmtiwwmmmmmgmmm his
fact may be a Hurther clue to Soviet intentions, hwbmits

_chm significance is that the Soviet govermeeat csmnot effectively

 PabMion or equate it vithmym'ivmlymmm anti-
inthn&eatemm
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3. By their very nature ibe Soviet charpges might acquire a
kind of retrospective credibility if circumstances ever made it neces-
sary for us to use chemical warfare, Bd, RY, etc. Even the nore
bansl charges of mistreaiment of prisoners acquire an sppearance of
verscity in the eyes of many people when accidents or isolated acis
of brutality occur, as they are gtatistically certaln to ccour when
large numbers of prisoners sre being handled,

4. Regardless of the guantitative intensity of the Soviet
campaign, substance of the Soviet charges agsinst the tnited States
armed Porces gives the present campaign a character that is almost
without precedent in time of peace. To the degree that the charges
of U.S. atrocities gain credence they risk poisoning the minds of
future generations as well as of the present coe. Propagands of this
type is itself a horror-weapon. It is an attack nol only against
the United States, but against the very structure of bumen civiliza-
tion.

For all the reasons indicated sbove, and particularly because
of the last one, 1t mwcmimmmtw should treat the

problen requiring unusually thoughtful and intensive efforts not
merely to counteract the effects of the propaganda but to indict
tm.rmﬁmmmrmmbudmmwmmfwmor
the most serijous crimes against bumanity they bave yet comaitted.
Surely, this ia.wmtmitymghmmmh&mmm
on our side the moral and cultural leaders of the whole world,
including the very ones who bhave sometimes been most easily duped
by commmist pesce~propaganda. This is owr chance to shoot down ,
once and for all, the Stockholm dove. 1% is algo an ummsually good
occasion to seek from friendly nations and from interpationsl organiza~-
+ions more adeguate recognition than the U.S. has yet been given for
1ts disinterested efforts to utilize our technological rescurces

mmmtmgmﬁwmmmxmlwemm-
ledge the valusble asgistance given my staff in preparing it by
folonel Kennath K. Hansen of the Office, Chief of Peychological
Warfare, Depariment of the Army.
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